
SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL SKILLS 
Can be very sensitive and easily overwhelmed by unfamiliar
environments, enjoys routine and predictability, can be distressed when
seeing others hurt (including animals), often prefers the company of
older children, seems different from their age peers, has a strong sense
of justice.
Notes:

INTENSITIES
Can be easily frustrated when their advanced expectations on
themselves or others are not met, can be impatient with others, prefers
to take leadership role when with other children, shows indifference to
tasks that seem without purpose, needs very little sleep. 
Notes:

All children are precious and have strengths in a multitude of
areas. Yet only some children are truly exceptional or gifted.
This difference in ability and potential requires also a different
approach to parenting and education.
This quick checklist can be used as a tool to screen for traits and
characteristics of an exceptional or advanced child. Please keep
in mind that the child does not need to display all of these
characteristics but the more you identify the stronger the
likelihood that this child and their whānau might benefit from
additional support.

CREATIVITY & IMAGINATION
Rich imagination, makes up elaborate stories or games, has imaginary
friends. Enjoys drawing, building & creating, uses a variety of materials or
tools for their creations in often unusual ways. Enjoys complex jigsaw
puzzles, can struggle to share their complex ideas with other children. 
Notes:

VOCABULARY & SENSE OF HUMOUR 
Unusually advanced language skills for their age, uses 'big words', talks
fluently and correctly. Jumped from beginning to talk to complex
sentences in a very short time. Has an advanced and often quirky sense
of humour. 
Notes:

CURIOSITY, MEMORY & KNOWLEDGE
Asks endless and insightful questions; unusually focused when
interested; advanced recall of facts; wants to know the why, is very
observant of detail, demands attention and constant input, is persistent,
has variety of interests and learns with ease.
Notes:

EARLY MILESTONES
Often reaches milestones earlier - unusually alert as a baby, crawls and
walks early, advanced vocabulary, self taught readers & writers before
school, fascinated by books and loves being read to,  enjoys letters &
numbers, begins to count & to understand basic maths concepts.
Notes:
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How can you support 
a gifted preschooler?

Watch out for
traits 

Find their field of
passion

01 02
Consult the checklist, what
do you observe? 
Could specific or even
challenging behaviour
indicate advanced traits? 

Explore their interests
in depth, what occupies
their thinking? What do
they share with you?
Encourage project play. 

Encourage
curiosity

Social skills are
paramount

03 04
Nurture the sense of ‘Awe
& Wonderment’,  foster
inquisitiveness and be
guided by the child.

Age peers are not
always intellectual
peers & social
competence needs to
be learned. 

Make the transition
to school easy

Relationship to
whānau is key

05 06
Capture learning stories
with a focus on their
exceptional traits.
Showcase their skills and
previous learning. 

Parents are your best
ally, what do they notice
at home? What do they
observe? What worries
them? 

Don’t fear the
label

08
A label that gives guidance
is empowering.  Early
identification matters and
can make all the difference
to a child’s education. 

07

You got this!

Trust your instincts as an
educator, consult your
colleagues and discuss
your observations.
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